Great Ideas Final Project

Task:
Choose a philosophical or ethical question that interests you.  Research various answers (across time, cultures, fields of expertise and viewpoints) that have been offered to that question.  Present the conversation of answers between your chosen sources, your critique of those answers, AND your answer to the chosen question.
Project:
Product that presents your answer to the conversation + Presentation of that Product
( all sources and your critique or/response to the sources are clearly represented

( your answer is provided alongside that of your sources

Potential Ideas: CD, poetry collection, short story, play, piece/collection of art that you made, film, game, video game, children’s book, graphic novel, filmed TED Talk, magazine insert, website, newspaper section, documentary film, essay (the real kind like we wrote), radio/TV talk show, ____ for Dummies, crazy person wall, interactive museum display, self-help book, music video
Assessment:
TWO GRADES come out of this project:

1.  a major grade in the 3rd 6 weeks for completing all the tasks required for the project 
2. your final exam grade for the class (25% of your class grade).
- The Major Grade rubric is provided to you in the packet.
- Depending on the final product you choose, you will be given specific requirements to complete for the final exam grade. Everyone will both turn in a final product AND present that final product to the class on an assigned day. See below.

General Rubric for Final Project:

70%  Final Product 
→ Meets all of the requirements for the specific chosen product
→ Care and effort is evident
(this includes, but is not limited to)
- all written components are typed and show evidence of revision 
- appropriate credit is given for images/media used in product
- organization is logical and effective
- chosen medium clearly communicates source/student answers and the conversation between them 
30%  Presentation 
(7 - 10 min presentation + 5 min Q&A) 
→ Student is prepared (as necessary: handouts ready, technology worked out, etc.)
→ Presentation is organized, effective and engaging
→ Presentation choice is appropriate and effective 
→ Student can answer questions convincingly 
→ Student expresses a final take away from their project

Research Process
· Identify topic

· Do preliminary research using secondary source(s) to establish a base of knowledge on your topic (Requires at least 2 secondary sources)

· Refine the topic to a philosophical or ethical question

· Begin constructing a conversation in response to your question. (Requires at least 4 primary sources, 2 of which must be academic in nature.)

· Find primary source #1. Determine source #1’s answer to your question.

· Find primary source #2. Determine source #2’s answer to your question. Establish the connection to source #1. Decide what your conversation needs next to produce a robust conversation. 

· Find primary source #3. Determine source #3’s answer to your question. Establish the connection to source #1 and #2. Decide what your conversation needs next to produce a robust conversation. 

· Find primary source #4. Determine source #4’s answer to your question. Establish the connection to source #1, #2 and #3. Decide if your conversation needs additional primary sources to produce a robust conversation. 

· Given all you’ve learned in your SIX SOURCES, refine YOUR ANSWER to your chosen question.

· Determine the most appropriate and feasible form in which to present this conversation to your classmates.

· Prepare your product and presentation.

· Teach us the various answers to your question and tell us your answer!
Major Grade Component Due Dates
________Central Question & Secondary Sources WS (20 pts)
________Conversation write-up for Primary Sources #1 and #2 (20 pts)
________Conversation write-up for Primary Sources #3 and #4 (20 pts)

________Final Product WS (10 pts)
________Full Conversation Explanation write-up for all Sources (20 pts)
________Works Cited Page (10 pts)


Name ____________________________________________

For the Major Grade
All the following documents will be turned in on Friday 12/11 for a Major Grade.  Documents should be stapled together IN THIS ORDER with this page on top! Failure to do so will result in a loss of 5 points.

________/20 Central Question & Secondary Sources WS 

-filled out completely, thoughtfully and thoroughly

-reviewed and signed by Mrs. Graeber on time

________/20 Conversation write-up for Primary Sources #1 and #2 (no handout here. you print)

-follows instructions on the next page
-completed thoroughly and thoughtfully

-turned in on time

________/20 Conversation write-up for Primary Sources #3 and #4 (no handout here. you print)

-follows instructions on the next page
-completed thoroughly and thoughtfully

-turned in on time

________/10 Final Product WS 

- filled out completely, thoughtfully and thoroughly 
- reviewed and signed by Mrs. Graeber on time

________/20 Full Conversation Explanation for all Sources (no handout here. you print)

-follows instructions on the next page

-completed thoroughly and thoughtfully


-turned in on time

________/10 Works Cited Page (no handout here. you print)

-correctly formatted in MLA

-complete (includes 6 required sources + any additional sources used)

-turned in on time
_________ /100 
Major Grade

Primary Sources: Write-Up Instructions
Follow these instructions for all your primary sources. You must turn in answers to the questions below for at least 4 primary sources. If you use additional primary sources, GREAT. You make the choice about whether to write those up for me. At the very least, do this kind of thinking as you incorporate additional sources. Your answers should be numbered to match my numbers, typed and printed for me.
1. Provide for me the MLA citation for the source correctly formatted.

2. Articulate the source’s answer to your central question in a beefy paragraph.

3. Articulate your response to the source’s answer. This can include critique of how logical/practical/universal/valid the claims are and/or questioning the connection between the evidence and claims. Don’t just disagree, help me understand on what grounds you disagree and think you have a better response. If you are questioning the authority of the source itself I wonder why you chose this source in the first place. It can also include why you agree with what the source argues. Don’t just agree, help me understand on what grounds you agree.

4. How does this source connect to (agreement, disagreement, nuanced viewpoint, etc.) those you have already read/written up.  How does the addition of this source create a more interesting and robust conversation? (For the first primary source, think about how that source connects to the two secondary sources.)
5. Knowing that you are constructing a conversation between sources, what does your next source need to be in relation to this source: more support for the same argument, a conflicting argument, a source that provides greater variety in terms of field, time period, culture? Eventually you need a robust conversation so know that eventually you’ll need to find sources that fulfill all the criteria in the preceding question.

Full Conversation Explanation

At this point you are thinking about ALL your sources (secondary and primary). Your answers should be numbered to match my numbers, typed and printed for me.
1. Prove to me that there is variety in your sources. I know they provide different answers, so don’t rehash that. Talk to me about how there is variety in the following ways:
· field of expertise/careers of the authors

· time period/cultures/nationality of authors or of people discussed

· gender/age of the authors

2. Articulate your answer to your central question.

3. Now show me how your answer has been shaped by your sources. What was the evolution of your thinking? When we started this process, what were you thinking and how did that thinking change as you learned more from each of your sources?

