“Young Minds in Critical Condition” 
New York Times Opinion Piece Study Guide 
1. Summarize the argument Roth is making. 

2. Before you critique a piece of writing, Roth asks that you “imagine that the authors had already considered these issues.” How useful is this advice and how often do you attempt to consider an argument from multiple POVs? 

3. “We should be wary of creating a class of self-satisfied debunkers.” How familiar are you with students like this? Are you one? 
4. What role does irony play in our ability and need to be critical observers and thinkers? Does his help or hinder our ability to understand the author’s intent according to Roth? 

5. “Creative work… depends upon commitment, the energy of participation and the ability to become absorbed in works of literature, art, and science.” Explain your position on this statement. How useful is this train of thought in a class like this? 

6. “When we learn to read or look or listen intensively, we are, at least temporarily, overcoming our own blindness by trying to understand an experience from another’s point of view.” Write this statement down in your notebook because I will ask you to refer back to it throughout our conversation of Hedges on Wednesday and Thursday of this week. 
