You, the Thinker
We have spent this first month of school asking you to think about thinking, knowledge, wisdom, certainty, intelligence, education and other similar topics.  Now we’d like for you to examine yourself (as Socrates so wisely suggested we should all do).  
Questions to answer: 
Who are you as a thinker? What’s your history as a thinker? What fascinates and troubles you? What influences how/what you think? How do you think?
How do you know what kind of thinker you are?
We have devised a number of activities that we think will help you get at the questions to answer.  Some of these we will work on in class together. Your completion of those activities will count as part of your weekly participation. Choosing to do additional activities gives you more information from which to create your final product. 
1. Notebook review and categorization - what are you thinking about these days?

2. Influential adult interview - what did you think about as a kid? 

3. Reading history - how did/does what you read shape your thinking?

4. Music/media/film history - how did/does what you watch and listen to shape your thinking?

5. 24 hour thinking log - what do you think about on a given day?

6. Personality/aptitude test via Naviance - what would a test say about your thinking?

7. Influence of -isms. -what philosophical, religious, ethical systems have or could influence your thinking?

8. Multiple Intelligences - into what category does your best thinking fall?

9. Mindfulness and mind traps - how do you think about yourself and your life?

10. An approved inquiry of your choosing.

Final Product: 
Visual/written representation of yourself as a thinker that answers many of the questions above.
Must include words.
Can include images.  
Will be shared with the class community on ___________________________.
Must communicate information about you WITHOUT you being there to clarify/explain.
Remember: YOU are constructing a narrative for your class about who you are as a thinker. You get to choose what to share and in what depth.  We ask that you be honest with yourself always, but make the safe, right and appropriate choice about what you share with us publically.
Some product ideas we had:
-Timeline



-Chart



-Video
-Conceptual map


-Diagram


-
-Web of connections


-Short story
-Collage



-Essay
-Symbolic representation

-Poem or Song Lyrics
Assessment
You will receive three grades (each out of 100) that will be averaged together to create your major grade.
1. My Assessment: judgment based on apparent thoughtfulness, thoroughness and effort

-Does your product give me a lot of information about who you are as a thinker?
-Does your product reveal multiple parts of who you are as a thinker?
-Does your product show time and effort: as evidence by a lack of grammatical/punctuation errors, clear artisitc effort (even if not great execution)?
-Is your product, or something about your product unique to who you are as a person?
0. Your Assessment: I will ask you to give yourself a grade after you have had the opportunity to see everyone’s project. You should consider:

-the questions above 
-in relation to your peers think about what effort/creativity/time is evident in your product
-how revelatory are you
3. Reflection Questions - in class you will complete these for me so I know more than what appears in the product itself. Don’t worry about these. There’s no prep to do here.
