Templates for Writing
To introduce the conversation to the reader
Templates for Introducing “Standard Views”
Useful for introducing a view that has become so widely accepted that by now it is essentially the conventional way of thinking about a topic.
· Conventional wisdom has it that ________.

· Common sense seems to dictate that __________.

· My whole life I have heard it said that _________.

· Many people assume that __________.

Templates for Introducing an Ongoing Debate
Useful for introducing a paper with two or more views. 
· In discussions of X, one issue has been _____. On the one hand, __________ argues _________.  On the other hand, ____________ contends ____________.  Others even maintain ___________.

· When it comes to the topic of ___________, most of us will readily agree that ___________.  Where this agreement usually ends, however, is on the question of _______.  Whereas some are convinced that _________, others maintain that __________.

To summarize the views of someone

Templates for Introducing a Summary 
Useful when you need to put the author’s argument into YOUR OWN words.
· He/she advocates for __________.

· They celebrate the fact that __________.

· He suggests ____________.

Choose GREAT VERBS!

· For making a claim: argue, assert, believe, claim, insist, remind us, suggest

· For expressing agreement: acknowledge, agree, endorse, extol, praise, support, 
· For questions/disagreeing: contend, contradict, deny, question, reject, renounce

· For making recommendations: advocate, call for, demand, exhort, implore, plead, urge, warn

To introduce a direct quote

Templates for Introducing Quotations

· X states, “___________.”

· As the prominent philosopher X puts it, “_______.”

· According to X, “________.”

· In her book/essay/article, X maintains that “______.”

· In X’s view, “______.”

· X disagrees when he writes, “___________.”

Templates for Explaining Quotes
Useful for that first sentence AFTER a direct quote when you need to make sure the reader takes away from the quote what you intended.

· In other words, X believes ____________.

· In making this comment, X urges us to ___________.

· The essence of X’s argument is that ________.

· X’s point is that ________.

To respond to what “They Say”

Templates for Disagreeing, with Reasons

· I think X is mistaken because she overlooks ________.

· X’s claim that _______ rests upon the questionable assumption that _________.

· X contradicts himself / can’t have it both ways.  On the one hand, he argues _______.  On the other hand, he also says ___________.

· I disagree with X’s view that ______ because, as recent research has shown, ________.

Templates for Agreeing, with Reasons
· X’s theory of _______ is extremely useful because it sheds insight on the difficult problem of _____.

· I agree that ______, a point that needs emphasizing since so many people believe that _________.

· X is surely right about _________ because, as she may not be aware, recent studies have shown that _____.
· I agree that ______ because my experience ______ confirms it.

Templates for Agreeing and Disagreeing Simultaneously

· Although I agree with X up to a point, I cannot accept his overall conclusion that ______.

· Although I disagree with much that X says, I fully endorse his final conclusion that _______.

· Though I concede that ________, I still insist that _____.

· While X is probably wrong when she claims that _______, she is right that ________.
· X is right when he claims that _________, but he seems on more dubious ground when he claims that ___.

· My feelings on this issue are mixed.  I do support X’s position that _______, but I find Y’s argument about _____ and Z’s research on _______ to be equally persuasive.
