Justice Vocab: 
Epistemology- The theory of knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, and scope. Epistemology is the investigation of what distinguishes justified belief from opinion
Universality- In philosophy, universalism is a doctrine or school claiming universal facts can be discovered and is therefore understood as being in opposition to relativism 
Human Nature- refers to the distinguishing characteristics—including ways of thinking, feeling and acting—which humans tend to have naturally, independently of the influence of culture. The questions of what these characteristics are, how fixed they are, and what causes them are amongst the oldest and most important questions in western philosophy.
Social contract- addresses the questions of the origin of society and the legitimacy of the authority of the state over the individual. Social contract arguments typically posit that individuals have consented, either explicitly or tacitly, to surrender some of their freedoms and submit to the authority of the ruler (or to the decision of a majority), in exchange for protection of their remaining rights. 
State of nature- there are no rights in the state of nature, only freedoms, and it is the contract that creates rights and obligations. In other versions the opposite occurs: the contract imposes restrictions upon individuals that curtail their natural rights.
Utility ethics- holds that the proper course of action is the one that maximizes utility, usually defined as maximizing total benefit and reducing suffering or the negatives. 
Kantian ethics- is based on the view that the only intrinsically good thing is a good will; an action can only be good, therefore, if its maxim – the principle behind it – is duty to the moral law. Central to Kant's construction of the moral law is the categorical imperative, which acts on all people, regardless of their interests or desires (i.e., can your action be prescribed as a universal action for all people?) 
Egoist ethics- the theory that one’s self is, or should be, the motivation and the goal of one’s own action (i.e., your action is morally correct if you are looking out for your own interests)
Class Essentialism -belief that genetic and /or other factors (like intelligence) determine class position and social rank.
Restorative Justice - a system of criminal justice that focuses on the rehabilitation of offenders through reconciliation with victims and the community at large.
Retributive Justice - a system of criminal justice based on the punishment of offenders rather than on rehabilitation.
Meritocracy - In sociology, meritocracy is a social system in which people get opportunities and succeed based primarily on their talent (Merit) and effort. It has served the purpose of ideology through the argument that social inequality is due to inequality of talent rather than prejudice or discrimination.
Just-World Hypothesis- The idea that people need to believe one will get what one deserves so strongly that they will rationalize an inexplicable injustice by naming things the victim might have done to deserve it. Also known as blaming the victim, the just-world fallacy, and the just-world effect.

