Alfred Hitchcock (August 1899 – April 1980) was an English film director and producer. Often nicknamed "The Master of Suspense" he pioneered many techniques in the suspense and psychological thriller genres. After a successful career in British cinema in both silent films and early talkies, renowned as England's best director, Hitchcock moved to Hollywood in 1939. Over a career spanning more than half a century, Hitchcock fashioned for himself a distinctive and recognizable directorial style. He pioneered the use of a camera made to move in a way that mimics a person's gaze, forcing viewers to engage in a form of voyeurism. He framed shots to maximize anxiety, fear, or empathy, and used innovative film editing.  His stories often feature fugitives on the run from the law alongside "icy blonde" female characters. Many of Hitchcock's films have twist endings and thrilling plots featuring depictions of violence, murder, and crime and the film's themes  center around the psychological examinations of the characters. Hitchcock's films also borrow many themes from psychoanalysis and feature strong sexual overtones. 

Voyeur- a prying observer who is usually seeking the sordid or the scandalous
Objectification- is the act of treating a person as an instrument of sexual pleasure, making them a "sex object." Objectification more broadly means treating a person as a commodity or an object, without regard to their personality or dignity. Objectification is most commonly examined at the level of a society, but can also refer to the behavior of individuals
Fetish- an object of irrational reverence or obsessive devotion
1. Vertigo was named the best film ever made by the American Film Institute (remember film is an art form). Consider Hitchcock’s use of storytelling, how does the setup of the first part of the film (the first hour and a half) involve the viewer? Think about the use of the camera and how we follow Scotty following Madeline. What do we learn about each character? 
2. How does the use of setting and wardrobe add to the storytelling? What all do you notice about the costumes Madeline wears? How Madeline looks? How is her physical appearance used to characterize her? Be specific.
3. Use this space to write down any and all questions you have. What are you confused about? What is unbelievable thus far about the premise or conflict of the film? What do you suspect Hitchcock is setting up? 

· You will turn in your notes sheets and study questions after the film for your participation grade this week. 

Relate to Survival: 

· Beauty and perceived power 

· Fashion equating to socio-economic status & ultimately power (Madeline vs. Judy)
· Averageness being safe but not something exciting we are drawn to. 

