Aesthetics Vocabulary 

Catharsis - the process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or repressed emotions
Commodity - a commodity is any good or service ("products" or "activities") produced by human labor and offered as a product for general sale on the market
Cultural hegemony- the domination of a culturally diverse society by the ruling class, who manipulate the culture of that society — the beliefs, explanations, perceptions, values, and mores — so that their ruling-class worldview becomes the worldview that is imposed and accepted

Base- In Marxist theory, human society consists of two parts: the base (or infrastructure) and superstructure; the base comprises the forces and relations of production—employer–employee work conditions, the technical division of labor, and property relations—into which people enter to produce the necessities and amenities 
Dominant ideology - denotes the attitudes and beliefs, values and morals shared by the majority of the people in a given society; as a mechanism of social control, the dominant ideology frames how the majority of the population think about the nature of and their places in society
Aesthetics- a set of principles concerned with the nature and appreciation of beauty, especially in art OR the branch of philosophy that deals with the principles of beauty and artistic taste
Voyeurism- the practice of obtaining sexual gratification by looking at sexual objects or acts, esp. secretively- watching from afar and not participating 
Fetish- a form of sexual desire in which gratification is linked to an abnormal degree to a particular object, item of clothing, part of the body, etc
Alienation - describes the estrangement of people from aspects of their as a consequence of living in a society of stratified social classes. The alienation from the self is a consequence of being a part of a social class, which condition estranges a person from their humanity
Spectacle- In the society of the spectacle, the commodities rule the workers and the consumers instead of being ruled by them. The consumers are passive subjects that contemplate the reified spectacle- something that is false or inauthentic 
